THE   COURT   OF   BERLIN                          75

his rivals. He has great abilities, without having
such as are necessary to that place, which, in
fact, is equivalent to that of minister for the war
department.

It is subject of astonishment to the few men
of observation who are attentive to whatever may
lead to a knowledge of the moral character of the
new King, that he should behave so coldly to one
of his aides-de-camp named Boulet, whom I
have before several times mentioned. Boulet is
a French refugee of no superior understanding;
an honest man, with little ambition; a very
ordinary engineer, though here a distinguished
one, because here there are none. He has been
twenty years attached to the Monarch, but never
was admitted a party in his secret pleasures,
which were formerly almost necessary to support
the solitude of Potsdam and the hatred of the
late King. He neither increases nor diminishes '
in favour, and his influence is almost a nullity.
Such a repugnance for a man of some conse-
quence in his profession, and who neither can
offend nor disgust, is enigmatical.

It is  nearly certain that the capitation planse arrangements are to take placelsely, held up as tne mirror of wisdom, and the
